Why did the Nazis persecute many groups in German society?

"Dead men will have indeed died in vain if live men refuse to look at them." LIFE magazine, May 7, 1945.
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In Hitler’s Germany, which lasted 12 years, the Nazis persecuted people who did not belong to the “Aryan Race” (White Europeans), what they believed was the Superior race, while all the other races were inferior, especially Jews.  Hitler made this belief clear in his book “Mein Kampf”, where he explained that the Aryans were the Master Race. 
Nazi's Holocaust emerged from a Persecutory Campaign initiated by Hitler's Nazi Germany against the ethnically undesirable people with the primary focus on the Jews. That persecutory campaign, during the war years, evolved and transformed into a distinctive genocidal component of WWII whose objective was the total annihilation of Hitler's perceived "undesirables" that were targeted for what they were rather than for what they did or believed in. 
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Many minority groups such as gypsies, homosexuals and mentally handicapped people were mocked in the early years of Hitler’s Germany and later on exterminated by the Nazis. The first picture shows that is was compulsory to wear a yellow Star of David on the clothing if you were Jew. The second picture demonstrates how the Jews were ill-treated in Austria by the Nazis, who made them do communitarian service, like cleaning the streets, to debase them.
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Consistent with the creation of a "pure" superior race, the Nazi regime had targeted in addition those with various incurable mental and physical disabilities killing some 300,000 patients in various hospitals and asylums under the so-called T-4 Euthanasia program. The homosexuals were also targeted for complete annihilation. The persecution of minorities varied. In families where there were hereditary illnesses, sterilization was enforced. A “euthanasia programme” begun in 1939, with the purpose of killing handicapped children. At least, 5000 children and babies were killed in the process. However, there was almost no complaint about the treatment of the called “asocials” (gays, alcoholics, prostitutes, beggars, gypsies, etc)

Nevertheless, The Nazis persecuted any group that they thought challenged their ideas. Homosexuals, for example, were a threat to Nazi ideas about family life, while the mentally handicapped were a threat to the Nazi idea of the Aryan Race. 

 As seen in this picture, the homosexuals were also sent to the Concentration Camps. They were identified by a pink triangle, as seen in their stripped uniforms. 
HITLER AND THE JEWS

Anti-Semitism means hatred of Jews. Jews were often treated unfairly and forced to live in ghettos. They were treated badly for two main reasons: 

· They were to blame for the death of Jesus Christ.

· They held well-paid professional jobs or ran successful businesses because they tended to be well-educated.
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 HYPERLINK "http://isurvived.org/Frameset4References-2/-TrianglesRoses.html" 

Hitler hated the Jews insanely. As soon as he took power in 1933, he began to mobilize the full powers of the state against the Jews. SA and SS troopers organized boycotts of the Jewish shops and businesses, as seen in the pictures, which were marked with a Star of David. In 1935, most importantly, the Nuremberg Laws took away the German citizenship from Jews. 
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KRISTALLNACHT, “THE NIGHT OF THE BROKEN GLASS”

In November 1938, a young Jew killed a German diplomat in Paris. The Nazis used this as an excuse to launch a violent revenge on Jews. SS troopers ran riot, smashing up Jewish shops, workplaces, etc. Thousands of Jews were taken to concentration camps. 
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 The next store, presumably owned by "Aryans," remains untouched.
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The Nazi-controlled press presented Kristallnacht as the “spontaneous” reaction of ordinary Germans against the Jews. Most Germans, however, did not believe this. Moreover, many Germans were privately appalled at the violence unleashed that night, but few publicly spoke out against what had occurred. 
THE GHETTOS AND THE DEATH CAMPS
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Picture showing how the Jews were rounded up and taken to the ghettos or concentration camps.

The persecution developed in intensity after the outbreak of war in 1939. The Nazis set about “Germanising” western Poland. Polish Jews were rounded up and transported to the major cities, being herded into sealed areas, the Ghettos. In January 1942, senior Nazis met at Wannasee, for a conference to discuss what they called the “Final Solution” to the “Jewish Question”. 
Himmler, head of the Gestapo and SS, was put in charge of the systematic killing of all Jews in German occupied territories. The old, the sick and the young children were killed immediately, while the able bodied were used for slave labour. Some of them were used for appalling medical experiments. Six million Jews were killed in the process, along with 500,000 European gypsies and countless of other ethnic groups and political opponents. 
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· Jewish women being shoot by SS units known as Einsatzgruppen.     

· Gypsy children in appalling conditions after being experimented with by doctors such as Joseph Mengele.
WHO IS TO BLAME FOR THE “FINAL SOLUTION”?
It is agreed that Hitler was ultimately responsible for this unhuman event, but the genocide would not have been possible without:

· The Civil Service (had information about Jews)

· Police forces in German occupied lands (victims of the Holocaust were many times captured by them)

· The SS (carried out many killings and transported prisoners to the camps)
· The Wehrmacht (German armed forces), who were fully aware of this.

· Industry (for example, Volkswagen and Mercedes had their own slave labour camps)

· The German people, who ignored or did not want to accept these events although many of them did not approve the mass murder of Jews, Gypsies, etc.
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· A Volkswagen advertisement, supporting the idea of the Aryan Race and the Nazi-controlled Germany.
· A Jew being bullied by SS troopers.
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This photograph shows Oskar Schindler, a Sudeten German industrialist who protected and saved many Jews by putting them on his “list” of workers. He is one of the many Germans and other non-Jews that helped the Jews by hiding them and smuggling them out of German-held territory. There were 28 known groups of Jewish fighters. Furthermore, the prisoners of the Death Camps showed resistance when they reveled against the SS and blew up the gas ovens at Auschwitz. 
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Testimony of Brack, regarding gassing of insane people in Germany.
Quoted in "Trials of War Criminals Before the Nuernberg Military Tribunals" - Washington, U.S Govt. Print. 

Q: Witness, when adult persons were selected for euthanasia and sent by transport to euthanasia stations for that purpose, by what methods were the mercy deaths given? 

A: The patients went to a euthanasia institution after the written formalities were concluded - I need not repeat these formalities here, they were physical examinations, comparison of the files, etc. The patients were led to a gas chamber and were there killed by the doctors with carbon monoxide gas (CO). 

Q: Where was that carbon monoxide obtained, by what process? 

A: It was in a compressed gas container, like a steel oxygen container, such as is used for welding - a hollow steel container. 

Q: And these people were placed in this chamber in groups, I suppose, and then the carbon monoxide was turned into the chambers? 

A: Perhaps I had better explain this in some detail. Bouhler's basic requirement was that the killing should not only be painless, but also imperceptible. For this reason, the photographing of the patients, which was only done for scientific reasons, took place before they entered the chambers, and the patients were completely diverted thereby. Then they were led into the gas chamber which they were told was a shower room. They were in groups of perhaps 20 or 30. They were gassed by the doctor in charge.


Q. What was done with the bodies of these people after mercy deaths were given? 

A. When the room had been cleared of gas again, stretchers were brought in and the bodies were carried into an adjoining room. There the doctor examined them to determine whether they were dead. 

Q. Then what happened to the bodies? 

A. After the doctor had determined death, he freed the bodies for cremation and they were cremated. 

Q. After he had freed the bodies, had determined that they were dead, they were then cremated? Is that correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q. There was a crematory built for every one of these institutions? 

A. Yes. Crematoriums were built in the institutions.

Q. And these people thought that they were going in to take a shower bath? 

A. If any of them had any power of reasoning, they had no doubt thought that. 

Q. Well now, were they taken into the shower rooms with their clothes on or were they nude? 

A. No. They were nude. 

Q. In every case? 

A. Whenever I saw them, yes. 
[image: image1.png]


